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T"*''^ PATENT APPLICATION 

Mary Louise Mandich 
William David Reents Jr. 



O 



'<<\ 



Group Art Unit 1731 



CASE 9-10 

Serial No. 09/912129 

Filed July 24, 2001 

Examiner J. Hottmann 

Title Process For Fabricating Optical Fiber 

ASSISTANT COMIWISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20231 

SIR: 
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Case No.: 9-10 



Patent Application 

Inventors: Mary L. Mandich 
William D. Reents 

X nn/oi o 1 0Q Group Art Unit: 1731 

Serial No.: 09/912,129 

T 1 , 94 9001 Examiner: John M. Hoffman 

Filing Date: July 24,2001 

Title: PROCESS FOR FABRICATING OPTICAL FIBER 

THE COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20231 




Dear Sir: 



Thisreplyisare^uestforreconsiderationfromtheOffrce Action mai.^^^^^^^^ 
2002 The reply includes a petition and the appropriate fee for an extension of t.me under 
37 C.F.R. §§ 1.136a for the period ending on Monday, Nov. 4, 2002. 

AMENDMENT 




20 PJTWF- CLAIMS: 

Please rewrite cl aim 34 as 

34. (twice amended) A process 
drawing fiber from a preform comprising a 
a process including the steps of, prior to sintering the tube: 
providing a silica dispersion, 

gelled tube comprising refractory metal oxide 
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for preparing optical fiber, comprising the step of: 
sol-gel silica tube, the tube formed by 



forming from the dispersion a j 



particles. 



heatingtheentiregelledtubetoatemperaturerangingfrom400to800°Cand, 
whileLgelledtubeisatthetemperature,treatingthegelledtubewithagaseou 

-oxygenated sulfur halides, the treatment performed 

or more sulfur halides into 



mixture comprising one or more non- 



t„ratimeperiod.hatprovide.sufflcientdiffusio„of.heone. 
,He gdW tube such tha. a. ieas. one etfec. .elecd ftom .he group co„.s„.g of «duc,„g 



